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Books and Manuscripts
In 1805, a book was the first item ever sold by Freeman’s
founder, Tristram Bampfylde Freeman. We have sold a
multitude of books in the intervening 216 years and yet
we still treat every one—and every consignor—with the
respect and professionalism they deserve.
With multiple auctions each year, our Books and
Manuscripts department offers fine printed and
manuscript material spanning centuries and ranging
in collecting areas. We sell individual works as well as
single-owner collections, and although our focus always
shifts with the material at hand, we have been particularly
successful with the prints of John James Audubon,
Americana, Medieval manuscripts, Presidential letters
and documents, and material related to the history of
Travel and Exploration.

BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS
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COLLECTING CATEGORIES INCLUDE

AMON GST OTHER S

Personalized Attention
Freeman’s prides itself on the focused and personalized attention afforded
to each and every collection. We believe that any successful auction
involves an ongoing dialogue, and we continually and actively engage
with both our consignors and buyers throughout the auction process.
Senior experts with decades of market experience and deep buyer
networks weigh in on decisions surrounding successful sale and
marketing strategies for all collections. Our specialists conduct thorough
research; navigate the sometimes complicated and extended process
of authentication; and perform targeted, personal outreach to maximize
focus on the top works in each collection.
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Tradition and Innovation
As America’s oldest auction house, Freeman’s has been a constant in the
auction world for 215 years. Today, due to our longstanding tradition of
excellence, we are considered one of the leading auction houses on the
East Coast.
Freeman’s familiarity with the market, dedicated team of specialists, and
relentless focus on service have resulted in an international reputation for
achieving exceptional prices and client satisfaction.
Our regional offices and representatives, combined with our international
alliance with Lyon & Turnbull and our strong online presence, mean that
we are able to meet today’s growing demand for global service.
In early 2020, Freeman’s opened its new flagship location in Center City’s
prestigious 2400 Market Street and a second Philadelphia location at 1600
West Girard Avenue.
While we remain ingrained within the heart of the city that we have called
home since 1805, we maintain our legacy by innovating in today’s thriving
auction world.

BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS
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Adaptability
As we celebrate our legacy and look to the future, Freeman’s has carefully
examined the current market and industry and thoughtfully developed
new processes, technology and staffing to become more adroit and
competitive within the fast-changing art industry.
Our resourceful and forward-thinking solutions enable us to quickly pivot,
adjust to new circumstances, and to customize our services to better
meet the needs of our clients.

BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS

•

New online bidding technology Freeman’s LIVE, including exposure
on digital auction platforms such as Invaluable, Live Auctioneers,
and Bidsquare

•

Efficient workflows centered on the client consignment and bidding
experience

•

Data-driven marketing strategies that maximize results for consignors
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Notable Successes
[Decorative Arts]
Book of Various Types of Native
Ottoman Dress
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $4,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $137,500
3438% of Low Estimate
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In April 2019, Freeman’s was
privileged to present nearly
500 lots from the Collection of
Ambassador & Mrs. Alexander
Weddell, deaccessioned by the
Virginia House Museum to benefit
future preservation, acquisitions,
and care of collections. Among the
offerings from Weddell’s personal
library was this book of watercolor
depictions of native Ottoman dress,
likely from the Ottoman Empire,
late 18th/early 19th century, that far
exceeded its pre-sale estimates.

Signer Charles Carroll’s Copy of
the Declaration of Independence
Engraved by William J. Stone, 1823
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $500,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $4,420,000
884% of Low Estimate

WORLD AUCTION RECORD

This copy of the Declaration of
Independence was the sole lot
in Freeman’s July 2021 sale,
which shattered auction records.
The $4.42M sale price marks
the second-highest price ever
paid at auction for a copy of the
Declaration of Independence,
and is the highest price ever
paid at auction for an American
document printed in the 19 th
century.
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Notable Successes
[Americana] [Champlain, Samuel de]
Les voyages du sieur de Champlain
xaintongeois, capitaine ordinaire pour le
Roy, en la marine. Divisez en deux livres.
ou, journal tres-fidele des observations
faites es descouuertures de la nouuel...
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $40,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $201,600
504% of Low Estimate
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The expertise of Freeman’s
specialists in the Books and
Manuscripts department
means that rare, important
documents—such as this second
printed volume of Samuel de
Champlain’s voyages to America
in the 17 th century—have their
chance to shine at auction. This
important volume more than
tripled its pre-sale high estimate
in our February 2021 sale.

[Illuminated Manuscripts] [Charles X]
Book of Hours, use of Rouen,
late 15th century
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $40,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $87,500
219% of Low Estimate

This fine example of a Book
of Hours, made in the late 15 th
century, was produced both in
the French city in Rouen and
specifically for use in Rouen.
The manuscript’s outstanding
quality—as well as its royal
provenance as a gift to King
Charles X in the 19 th century—
garnered significant interest,
driving its sale price well above
its pre-sale estimates.
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