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American Furniture, Folk
and Decorative Arts
As America’s oldest auction house, Freeman’s has sold
fine American furniture and decorative arts longer than any
auction house in the country. With a preeminent reputation for
offering fresh-to-market and historically significant examples
of 18th and 19th century furniture, portraits, silver, and textiles
from the Philadelphia area, the American Furniture, Folk and
Decorative Arts Department also brings exemplary objects of
New England and Southern material culture to auction.
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COLLECTING CATEGORIES INCLUDE

AMON GST OTHER S

Personalized Attention
Freeman’s prides itself on the focused and personalized attention afforded
to each and every collection. We believe that any successful auction
involves an ongoing dialogue, and we continually and actively engage
with both our consignors and buyers throughout the auction process.
Senior experts with decades of market experience and deep buyer
networks weigh in on decisions surrounding successful sale and
marketing strategies for all collections. Our specialists conduct thorough
research; navigate the sometimes complicated and extended process
of authentication; and perform targeted, personal outreach to maximize
focus on the top works in each collection.

AMERICAN FURNITURE, FOLK AND DECORATIVE ARTS

Tradition and Innovation
As America’s oldest auction house, Freeman’s has been a constant in the
auction world for 215 years. Today, due to our longstanding tradition of
excellence, we are considered one of the leading auction houses on the
East Coast.
Freeman’s familiarity with the market, dedicated team of specialists, and
relentless focus on service have resulted in an international reputation for
achieving exceptional prices and client satisfaction.
Our regional offices and representatives, combined with our international
alliance with Lyon & Turnbull and our strong online presence, mean that
we are able to meet today’s growing demand for global service.
In early 2020, Freeman’s opened its new flagship location in Center City’s
prestigious 2400 Market Street and a second Philadelphia location at 1600
West Girard Avenue.
While we remain ingrained within the heart of the city that we have called
home since 1805, we maintain our legacy by innovating in today’s thriving
auction world.
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Adaptability
As we celebrate our legacy and look to the future, Freeman’s has carefully
examined the current market and industry and thoughtfully developed
new processes, technology and staffing to become more adroit and
competitive within the fast-changing art industry.
Our resourceful and forward-thinking solutions enable us to quickly pivot,
adjust to new circumstances, and to customize our services to better
meet the needs of our clients.
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•

New online bidding technology Freeman’s LIVE, including exposure
on digital auction platforms such as Invaluable, Live Auctioneers,
and Bidsquare

•

Efficient workflows centered on the client consignment and bidding
experience

•

Data-driven marketing strategies that maximize results for consignors
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Notable Successes
Signer Charles Carroll’s Copy of
the Declaration of Independence
Engraved by William J. Stone, 1823
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $500,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $4,420,000
884% of Low Estimate

WORLD AUCTION RECORD

This copy of the Declaration of
Independence was the sole lot
in Freeman’s July 2021 sale,
which shattered auction records.
The $4.42M sale price marks
the second-highest price ever
paid at auction for a copy of the
Declaration of Independence,
and is the highest price ever
paid at auction for an American
document printed in the 19 th
century.
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Attributed to Jacob Maentel
(1778-1863)
An Important Family Portrait: Mary
Ann and John Michael Kitzmiller
and Children, Littlestown, Adams
County, PA (detail)
Watercolor and ink on paper
18 1/2 in. x 22 in. (sight).
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $80,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $106,250
133% of Low Estimate

The Pennsylvania Sale is a
comprehensive tribute to the
entire region—its history, people,
and the art and objects they
made, used, and cherished. The
Pennsylvania Sale of October
2020 featured this important
watercolor-and-ink portrait of the
Kitzmiller family near their home
in Littlestown, Pennsylvania,
along the Pennsylvania-Maryland
border.
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Notable Successes
Impressive silver presentation
punch bowl in the Japanese
manner
Gorham Mfg. Co., Providence, RI,
date mark for 1884
H: 9 1/2 in. Diam: 18 in. Weight:
119.1 oz.t.
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $15,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $106,250
708% of Low Estimate

In June 2019, Freeman’s
presented a single-owner sale
of the collection of Victor
Niederhoffer, American hedge
fund manager, author, and
champion squash player. The
collection featured an impressive
range of silver trophies and
presentation pieces, including
this silver punch bowl that
achieved more than four times
its pre-sale high estimate.
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Chippendale carved mahogany
looking glass with phoenix cartouche
Philadelphia, PA, carving attributed to
John Pollard (1740-1787) and
Richard Butts (active 1768-1778),
circa 1770
L: 68 1/2 in.
Pre-Sale Low Estimate: $20,000
Sold at Freeman’s: $298,000
149% of Low Estimate

WORLD AUCTION RECORD

The 2018 sale of this magnificent
Chippendale mirror—which exceeded
its pre-sale estimate by almost ten
times and set a new auction record
for an American-made mirror—
underscores Freeman’s expertise in
presenting Pennsylvania material.
John Pollard and Richard Butts’s
joint studio was a Philadelphia-based
enterprise; they advertised their
partnership at the Sign of the Chinese
Shield on Chestnut Street in 1773.
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